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Dilcourfe upow the Rights of Na- 
A nt pth the Rights of Society. 


= OTHING is of fo much Im- 
| portance to Mankind as the 
' Knowledge of what their 
' Rights are; and yet nothing 
has been lefs enquired into, or 
more imperfectly treated of. 
Mil ‘The fole Origin of Right hath 
| been neglected or forgotten ; 
\ a5) Nature, the only Standard of 
, ~ all Beauty and Deformity, of 
aii Truth and Falfhood, Good and Evil, Right arid 
Wrong, hath been entirely laid afide ; and Authority 
jath arrogantly ufu its Plate: For Men having 
been ufed, feveral Thoufands of Years, and in mott 
Parts of the World, to Government, or Tyranny however 
alled Government, and bred up in Subjection to Power, 
are apt to imagine that there is no Right but what arifes 
from Authority either Civil or Religious, and have de- 
cared, that Authority and Law conftitute Right: 
Whereas ‘tis fo far from being true, that Authority and 
Law conftitute Right, that 20 Authority or Law 1s 
Right, but what arifes from, and is founded upon the 
Law of Nature; by which I always mean the Rea/on of 
Nature, or the Rea/on of Action arifing from the Nature 
of Things, which is called a Law, becaufe it ought to 
have the Force of a Law with all intelligent Beings. 
Most of the Writers on Politicks, not excepting the 
Greateft, having founded Government upon a Ce//ion 
or Surrender of natural Rights; and {fo celebrated an 
Author as Mr. Locke having afferted, ‘ That Men, 
« when they enter into Society, give xp the Equality, 
Liberty and executive Power which they had in the 
¢ State of Nature ;* and Mr. Hobbes, the Father of this 
ymatural Philofophy, having made it the Bajfs of his 
Leviathan or great Civil Monfter, That Government 1s 
a Surender made of every Man’s private unlimited 
Right into the Hands of the /upreme Power; we will ex- 
amine this Subject to the Bottom, and fhew, that Go- 
vemment is fo far from being founded on a Ce/fion or 
Surrender of natural, Rights, that no Government 1s 
ight, but what recognizes, a. and /ecures the 
sok in Pofleffion of al/ their natural Rights; and 
that the fole End of entering into Society, is only the 
greater Prefervation and Security ofthem. * 
Tuere is astruly a Standard of Right in Religion, 
Morals, and Politicks, as there is in Sculpture, Painting, 
or ony other Art ; which Standard is Nature: And 
tho’ Men have negleéted it, and been mifled, thro’ an 
implicit Deference to celebrated Names and Cuftoms of 
Countries, yet all Truth, Propriety, and Rettitude 
— tried by this unerring Rule only, the Nature of 
hings. 
T 4 true indeed, that Writers of no mean Figure in 
the World, have facrificed this divine Law of Natare 
or Reafn to ferve various Purpofes: Some have given 


tue, or Aéts of Humanity ; no, they would be the 
fame were there no Law or Authority ih the World ; 
nor cottid Governments have arly Notion of them had 
they not /ubjfied in Nature, and been conceived and 
felt by Individuals.’ If "twas avrong in Natare to hart 
a Man who did no other Man any Hurt, Government 
cannot make it right; nor, if there isnot a Right and 
Wrong in Nature, can there ever be a Reafan for any 
Government, or for any Exercife of Power or Law : 
For why ? why a Command? why a Pro- 
hibition ? whet“Mothing is Right dr Wrong. If there 
isa Reajom for the Law, there mutt be a Rea/fon for the 
Aétion antecedent to the Law ; and if there be a Rea/in 
for the Adtion, hat Reafn mutt arife from the Nature 
and Relation Things, and conftitute the Reafon or 
Equity of the , 

Bur, to be particular; the Rights of Nature 
are the fame to all Men, becaufe all Men are, by Na- 
ture, equal, that is, (tho’ there is & Difproportion in 
Sagacity, Strength, Beauty, or mental Abilities) they 
have an equal Right to the Prefervation of their Per- 
fons and P ies. 

Tuese Rights of Natare are not, as Mr. Hobbes 
affirms, Unlisited; nor has every Man ax equal Righ? 
to every Thing ; for, affirming That, is affirming, that 
no Man hasa Right to any thing: He who fays, that 
two Men have an equal Right to the fame Peach, fays; 
that neither of them has a Right ; for Rights can’t be 
Inconfiftent. But this wild and monftrous State of Nature, 
drawn by more monftrous Men, hath given Occafion to 
Writers on Politicks to /ay Refraints upon the Rights 
of Nature, and affirm, that all Government requires 
a Ceffion or Surrender of thet, or at leaft of fome im- 
portant ones: But this wiil appear abfelutely falfe, when 
the Rightsof Natureare fix'd and determin’d by the Law 
of Nature or Reafam, which may be ealily done ; for 
they may be ali comprehended in this one Propofition. 

Every Man, by the Law of Nature or Reafon, 
hath a Right to fuch an Ue of his Perfon and Property, 
as is confjtent with the Right of all other Men to the 
Ufe of their Performs and Properties; and alfo a Right 
to fuch an Ufe of all his rational Faculties, as is confiftent 
with the Rights of all other Men to the Ufe of their 
rational Faculties. 

Tras is the only Right aby Man has by the Law of 
Nature ; and, from this general Propofition, may every 
natural Right be deduced; but he has no other Right. 
A hath not a Right to B’s Perfon and Property: He 
has no Right to fuch a Gratification of his Appetites and 
Paflions, or to fuch an Exercife of the Faculties of his 
Mind, as breaks in upon B’s Right; for then B would 
have the /amé Right to break in upon A’s, ‘The Con- 
fequence of which is, that neither A nor B hath any 
Right to their Perfons, Properties, or Underilandings ; 
or rather, they would have neither Perfons, nor Pro- 
perties, hor Underftandings, which they could juftly 
call their own. 

To thefe Abfurdities all Men muft be driven, who 
affert an unlimited Right of Nature, todo whatever we 


w all watural Right, and made a Sacrifice of the sternal pleafe. _But_the Rights of Nature are all /imited by 


Reafm of Things to the unreftrained Gratification of all 

their Appetites and Paffions : Others have made a Com- 

pliment of thefe natural Rights to the Civil Power, and 
fet up Civi? Good and Evil inftead of Moral Good and 

Evil: And there have been others, who have facrific’d 

them to Superfition, which they have impioufly called 

im. But as my Subject leads me to treat of the 

Law of Nature with ref to Government, I hhall 

Wave the Confideration of Religion and Morals, and 

Proceed to thew, that Government is not, or ought 

Rot to be founded upon a Ceffon or Surrender of any na- 

taral Right : In order to which J. will, firit of all, fix 

and determine what natural Right is, or what are the 

Kights of Nature. 

_ Tae Rights of Nature are 9!l uniform, confiflent, 
Variable, eternal, and never clafbing or interfering 
thoné another, as the Wi//s of Sovereigns, or even 
man Laws are often found to be; nor can thefe 
Nights be made. Governments can no more conititute 
make Right, than they can make a Men, an Animal, 

a Vegative, different from what Nature has made 
mem. If Right and Wrong did not fubfift in the Crea- 
t fingly, it could not fubfift afterwards by any Civil 
or Con called Government. Power or 

> cannot conftitute Fidelity, Jultice, Honefty, Vir- 


that Reafon of Aftion which arifes from the Con/fitution 
of the Creature, and the Relation he ftands in to other 
Creatures. Whoever gratifies his Appetites or Paflions 
beyond the Bounds of his Conftitution, is Intemperate, 
and will feel Mifery in himfelf; and whoever breaks 
in upon the Re/ation which he ftands in of Man to Man, 
is unjuft, and will feel Mifery from others. 

Bur let us confider the Rights of Nature in another 
Light; for we can’t be too plain in a Point of fuch vait 
Importance. 

Every Man, upon Reflection, will find, that if he 
had no Ideas of Happinefs or Mifery, he would be ab- 
folutely without Ideas of Right and Wrong in a moral 
Senfe : If a Man could not be made Happy or Miferable 
by his own Aétions, or by the Aétions of another, we 
fhould never have called fuch an Action Good or J//, 
Virtuous or Vicious, Right or Wrong: All Men of Senfe, 
therefore, will immediately perceive, that Right and 
Wrong are relative Ideas to Happinefs or Milery ; and 
that the/e ASions which naturally tend to produce the 
greateft Good to a Man through the whole of his 
Exiltence, without injuring others, are right A@ions ; 
or, in fewer Words, Aétions xaturally Produfive of the 
greateft Good or Happinefs to the Species, are right 
Adtions, Uf of Good toa Man’s 4/f only, 1 had rather 
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call them #7 or Prudent, tho’ right ; but if ive 
of Good to others, and fo intended, then herr mi 
— V nt Beneficent. | 

At being evident then, that Aétions natural] . 
duétive of Good, without injuring other Men in theit 
Perfons or Properties, are right ASiené; and that we 
can have no Rights inconfjtent with the Rights of others, 
the Rights of Nature will be eafily underitood by every 
Man who has no private Intere? again underftanding 
of them. 

Men, ina State of Nature,shave onl ight if 
Themfel ves and Properties ; they have oo Right poe 
others, till they have forfeited their own Rights, by 
invading thofe of their Fellow Creatures: And ’tis ex- 
actly the fame, or ought to be fo in all Societies or Go- 
vernments. ‘Yhefe natural Rights we have a Right to 
defend againft every other Man ; but not always Power 
to defend them while we remain without Government ; 
and that was the Reafon, the only Reafon of entering 
into Society, and erecting one common Power, to pro- 
tect every Man more effectually in the full Poflefion of 
all bis natural Rights, but not to oblige him to make a 
Cefion or Surrender of any of them; as we will thew 
in our next Difcourfe on this Subjeét. 


F. Ossorne 





LONDON. 
Vefterday arrived a Mail from Holland. 


_ The Letters from Petersburg confirm, that the Cxa: 
rina has no Intention to break with the Turks; and 
that all her military Preparations are to be revenged oft 
the Tartars for their Incurfions; to prevent which for 
the future, fhe is fortifying her Frontier Places. They 
add, that, for the Encouragement of the new Colony 
fgitied on the Borders of the Derbeck ‘Tartars on “his 

e of the River Don, fhe allows them, among 
other Privileges; that of importing all forts of Goods 
and Merchandize from that Country, into her Domi- 
nions, for ten Years, without paying Cuftom. 

Some Advices from Koningsberg fay, that Count 
Tarlo, the Palatine of Lublin, has publifhed a Mani- 
fetto, juftifying his Attachment to King Staniflaus ; and 
they mention a Report there, that he is nominated by 
that Prince, for his Plenipotentiary at the enfuing Con- 
7 but that Staniflaus being ordered by the French, 

ing to meddle no more with the Affairs of Poland, has 
fent an Exprefs to General Steinflicht, and others of 
his Adherents that are along with the Kurpies, to re- 
pair to Koningsberg ; and that he has ordered his Do- 
mefticks to dreis in the French Mode. 

They write from Warfaw, that the General Rhe- 
binder, who diftinguifhed him(elf fo much during the 
late Troubles in Poland, in favour of King Stanitlaus, 
has, with his Confent, entered into the Service of 
Ruffia. °*Tis ftill faid, that the Ruffian T roops will 


-doon quit that Kingdom, except 7 or 8000 Men, who 


re to remain there till the Conclufion of a general 

wace. Mean time the Kurpies who are for King Sta- 
niflaas, have lately renewed their Incurifions upon the 
Territories of the Republick, and carried off a Captain 
with 20. Soldiers of the Crown Guards, and purfaed 
fome of the Tartars of the Lithuanian Army to the 
very Frontiers of Pruilia ; but one of the Pruffian Ge- 
nerals is marched with a confiderable Detachment to 
reduce them, and hopes to ftarve them, by cutting off 
the Provifions which they are obliged to fetch from the 
Territories of the Republick. 

The Letters add, that on the soth ult. whet th 
were celebrating at Court the Feftival of the Order of 
ithe Golden Fleece, and that of St. Andrew its Patron 
as well as of the Empire of Rufia, a fad Accident hap. 
pened at Warfaw by the Firing of the Artillery of the 
Caftle during the Circulation of the principal Healths ; 
for the Wind was that Day fo violent, that tho’ the 
Barrels of Powder were at a proper Diftance from the 
Cannon, and well covered, yet the Sparks of Fire 
reach'd to them and blew them up in the Air, fo that 
4 Centinels were killed and 6 Gunners wounded. 

Letters from Dantzick fay, that the Magitlrates are 
about borrowing a confiderablé Sum of Money to pay 
the Arrearsdne to the C2arina ; and that King Sta- 
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 niflaud has fent an Officer to the Senate, to renew his further; nor did the Prince defire it: From whegee ‘us 
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Affarances, that the Lofles fullained by the Bombard- 


ment of cheir City, fhall foon be made good. 


M. de la Chetardie the Miniiier of France, had a 

jvate Audience of his Prufflian Majefly on the 11th, 
in which he deliver’d him a Letter from his Mailer, 
and afterwards had the Honour to dine with his Ma- 
jeRy. They feem fo fure of a Peace in Proffia, that 
the Horfes belonging to,thé¥[rain of Artillery that are 
returned from E 4 to the Number of 230, are 
fold to higheft Bidder, and the’ Waggons and other 
Carriages that were made ufe of on that Occafion, are 
replaced in the Magazines. 

There was a great Hunting Match ‘by the King and 
the Prince Royal on the gth, when zoo Wild Boars 
were killed in the Neighbourhood of Berlin, which 
were afterwards diftributed among the Inhabitants of 
that City. 

They write from Vienna, that the Venetian Am- 
baffador has, by Order of the Republick, complain’d 
thatfeme Ships mann'd at Triefte have taken 7 Vene- 
dan Ships in the Adriatick Gulph, on Pretence that 
they had Provifions on board for the Spaniards, and 
that the Emperor's Minifters have promifed him Satii- 
faétion, if, upon Inquiry, the Fatt appears to be true. 
They expect every Hour at the Imperial Court the Re- 
turn of the Courier whom M. de l’Eftang the French 
Minifter, difpatch’d on the 23d of laft Month to Paris, 
when ‘tis not doubted but the Preliminary Articles 
agreed on with France, will be publithed, and that his 
_ Imperial Majefty will impart them to the Dyet of the 
Empire. ‘They give out, that the Commifforial 
Decree for that Purpofe is aftually gone, and that an 
Abbot has been for fome time immg. at Vienna, who is 
veited with an important Commiffion from the Court 
of Spain. "Tis afirm’d, that the Duke of Lorain is 
to be married next Spring to the Emperor’s Daughter, 
and that afterwards Prince Charles of Lorain is to 
marry the Second Archdutchefs. 
~~ “They add from Vienna, that when M. de I’Eftang 
had Audience of the Emperor, he made him a Compli- 
ment inthe French Language, which was admived for 
its happy and ingenious Turn, and, at the fame time, 
he prefented him a moft refpectful Letter from the Car- 


_ dinal Fleury, wherein his Eminency exprefled his Joy 


and Satisfaction at the happy Succefs of the Meafures 
taken for the Re-eflablifhment of a Peace. The faid 
Minifler alfo delivered Count Sinzendorf a Letter from 
the Cardinal. ‘The Ringleader of the Hungarian Re- 
bels, call’d Bern, who is Prifoner at Buda, having fix 
Times fuffered a new Torture of the moft painful Ki 
fo that he has almoft loft the Ufe of his Limbs, “he 
out having made any Confeffion, tho’ there are very 
plain Proofs againft him, is forthwith to be fet at Li- 
berty. ‘There has been one of the greateft hunting 
Matches in the Foreft of Neuftadt, 5 Leagues from 
‘Ratisbon, that there has been in Bavaria during the 
Time of this Ele&or. His Subjeéts had fuffered fo 
much from the prodigious Namber of wild Boars in 
-feveral Parts of the Country, that he went out to hunt 
‘them, together with the Elecirefs, and moft of the 
Nobility cf his Court of both Sexes. The Chafe 
laited feveral Days, during which they killed 800 of 
thofe Beafts; and the Electrefs, who fhoots as well as 
molt Men, killed about Thréefcore with her own 
Hand. 
The Letters ftom Italy fay, that the Imperial 
Hufiars who went in Purfuitof the Spaniards, and made 


_ feveral Hundred of their fick Men Prifoners, have re- 


ftored them at the Requeft of the Marfhal de Noailles. 


- And the Advices from Franckfort of the 14th Inftant 


a 


are pofitive, that the Armiftice between the Imperial, 
Piedmontefe and Spanifh Troops in Italy, was publifh’d 
onthe 7th. The Acceflion of the Spaniards to the faid 
Sufpenfion, is likewife confirm’d from divers Parts of 
{taly. 

They write from Cadiz, that the Flotilla for Vera 
Craz, confifting of 4 Men of War and 9 Merchant 
Ships, failed thence the 22d ult. under Command of 


~ « Admiral Pintado, richly laden. 


A particular Letter from Paris fays, that a very fine 
Sword is making there as a Prefent, “tis fuppofed, for 
fome great Prince, the Hilr*and Scabbard being to be 
adjorn’d with Diamonds worth 300,000 Livres; and 
that én the 11th Inftant the King, having received an 
E-xprefs that Morning at Verfailles from M. de l’Eftang 
at Vienna, faid to the Court Lords as he was at Dinner, 
Jam to acquaint you, that the Peace is made between the 
Emperor and Me, and that eur Differences are accommo- 
dated. _ And they write from Bozolo in Italy, that the 
Prince of Saxe Hilburghavfen dining with the Marfhal 
de Noailles on the Day that he left that Place, faid, 
The Emperor's Army would /bortly be compofed of 57 Bat- 
talions and 14000 Horfe: ‘To which the Marthal made 
Anfwer, J have Reafon to think, that the faid Augmen- 
tation will be but for a foort Space of Time, and I wifb it 
avith all my Heart. He did not explain himfelf 
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conjectur'd, that the Spanifh Court is not averie to an 
Accommodation. . . 

We hear that the Right Hon. the late Earl of Peter- 
borough fetiled, by his Will, his Se.™ at Mount Bevis 
near Southampton, and 20001. per Annum, on his 
Countefs. 

Yefterday his Excellency M. Chavigny, Ambafla- 
dor Extraordinay from the mof Chriltian King, was 
introduced to his Majefty at Sc. James's, ahd commu- 
nicated to his Majeity in Form, the Préliminaries 
figned at Vienna, &c. 3 | 

The fame Day Jacob Morgan of I fleworth; E{q;,was 
married to Mifs Fotherby, Datighter of Philip Fotherby 
of Richmond, Efg; a beautitul young Lady, with a 
Fortune of 12,000 I. 

His Majetty has been pleafed to appoint Mr, Jofeph 
Thifilton to be.a Cornet in the Regiment of Dragoons 
commanded by the Right Hon. the Lord Cadogan. 

Lait Night was interred at Marybone, Mr. Sandford, 
one of the chief Clerks in the Office of William Ben- 
fon, Efq; Auditor of the Imprefts, who has , preferred 
S. Whatley, jun. to his Place ; and re-inflated Mr. 
Tyler, who was junior Clerk to the late Auditor, _ 

Yefterday 13 Prifoners were.tried at the Old Baily, 
5 of whom were capitally conviéted, viz. William 
Wreathock, Peter Chamberlain, George Bird, James 
Ruffet, and Gilbert Campbell, for being concerned 
with M‘Cray in robbing Dr. Lancatfter. 

Two were caft for Tranfportation, and § acquitted. 

Charles Mecklim was tried for the Murder of Mr. 
Hallam the Player, and found guilty of Manflaughter. 

The Oratory Subjec&t on Sunday Morning next, 
will be the Blefled Virgin’s Vilit to Sc. Elizabeth, 
before the Birth of Chrift, and the Condué of Vi- 
fits; any Gentleman is tree to propofe his Sentri- 
ments, @ Subject, or Quefiion, afier any Oration or 
LeG&ure: In the Evening, at Six, will be an Oration 
on the Efpoufal of a Woman in order to Marriage, 
the Foreign Laws of E‘poufals, and che Preference 
of Martiage or a fingle Life, and the Connubial 
Choice : Then a Publick Difpuration on 
the Excommunication of the Rev. Mr, Chancellor 
Eyre, and his Cafe. The Spoufal Oration was en- 
gae’d on a Treaty now tranfaGing, The Difputa- 
tions laft Sunday, were carried on by the Gentlemen 
with Clearnets and great Regularity. 
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Yefterday Bank Stock was 145 1-4th. India 165 
1-half. South Sea g2 1-half. Old Annuity 108 
t-half. New ditto 109 1-4th. Three per Cent. 
g$ 3-4ths to 7-8ths. Emperor’s Loan 107 3-4ths. 
Royal-Affurance 102. London-Affurance 13. York 
Buildings 2 1-4th. Africants. India Bonds ¢1. 3s. 
Prem. ‘Three per Cent. ditto 31. 12 s. Premium. 
South Sea Bonds, no Price. New Bank Circulation 
5l.5s. Prem. Salt Tallies 41. Premium. Englith 
Copper 21. 18. Welfh ditto, Books fhut. Three 
1-half per Cent. Exchequer Orders 3 per Cent. Prem. 
Million Bank 109 1-half. 
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Next Week will be publifs'd, 
Beautifully printed, with a large Map, in 8vo. 
Price bound ¢ s. 
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T. Memoirs Hiftorical and Military ; containing a diftiné 
View of all the confiderable States of Europe; with an ae- 
curate Account of the Wars in which they had "been engag’d 
from the Year 1672 to the Year s710. Inter{perfed with 
various Kefections on the Views, Politiczs and Interefts of 
the feveral Princes and Republicks by whom thofe Wars were 
commenced or fuftained, with large Obfervations on their Cha- 
racters, confider’d either as ambitious or pacifick Princes. To- 
gether with Remarks on the Conduct and Abilities of their 
Minifters, Generals, Governers of Places. and other Officers 
in the Plans and Execution of the feveral Operations of War 
whercin they were employ'd. Written by the late Marquis 
De k ruquienes, Lieutenant General of the French Army 
Tranflated from the French. In Vols §vo Pr. bound res. 
aa P. hefe Memoirs are a Continuation of the Hiftory of rhe 
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